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1. Course title:

Psychological assessment of children

2. Code:

3. Cycle of study:

1

4. ECTS credits:

6

5. Type of course:
(¢ Mandatory (" Elective

6. Prerequisites:

none

7. Class restrictions:

none

8. Duration / semester:

1 8

9. Weekly contact hours:
9.1. Lectures:
9.2. Seminars:

9.3. Laboratory/Practice classes:

10. Faculty:

Humanities and Social Sciences

11. Department/study program:

Pedagogy-Psychology/PSYCHOLOGY

12. Lecturer:

Ljubica Tomic¢ Selimovic¢

13. Lecturer's e-mail:

ljubica.tomic@unitz.ba
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14. Web site:

http://www.unitz.ba/; http://www.ff.untz.ba/

15. Course aims:

The main goal of the course is to acquaint students with the basic approaches in the psychological assessment of
children and the classification of childhood disorders. Students will be introduced to ways of assessing certain aspects
of child development and functioning, and assessing mental disorders in childhood.

16. Learning outcomes:

After completing the course, students will be able to define, compare and evaluate basic approaches to psychological
assessment of children as well as the classification of childhood disorders. They will be able to describe the most
common disorders in childhood as well as some of the ways to assess them. Students will be able to analyze, compare
and identify the advantages and disadvantages of instruments for assessing certain aspects of child development and
functioning. Students will be able to enumerate, describe and select appropriate methods and instruments for
assessing certain aspects of the functioning of children of different ages. They will acquire some basic skills of
conducting interviews with children and parents, observing children during assessment and for the purpose of
assessment, as well as skills of individual and group psychological testing of children. Students will be able to write a
child assessment report. They will be sensitive to recognizing ethical dilemmas in assessing children and
communicating the results of that assessment.
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17. Course content:

Definition, approaches, types and contexts of psychological assessment of children.

Classification of childhood disorders and review of psycho-pathological factors.

Methods of psychological assessment of children: observation, interview, testing, application of projective techniques.
Triage procedures for assessing children.

Assessment of intellectual development.

Assessment of socio-emotional functioning and adaptive behavior.

Speech development assessment.

Neuropsychological assessment of children.

Assessment of traumatized and abused children.

Formulate recommendations based on evaluation results.

Principles of writing a psychological report.

Ethical issues of psychological assessment of children.

Practical classes: application of tests for diagnostic assessment of children's personality; practicing different stages of
clinical assessments and assessments of certain aspects of the functioning of children of different ages (cognitive
development, socio-emotional development, adaptive behavior)

APPLICATION OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE THROUGH MANDATORY PSYCHOLOGICAL PRACTICE WITHIN CLINICAL
PSYCHOLOGY
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18. Learning methods:

Lectures and practical classes with the use of various multimedia teaching aids, including active participation of

students.

In lectures and practical classes will be used:

- the method of oral presentation, method of demonstration and illustration, seminar discussions, interactive
teaching methods.

- analysis of case studies and video materials

19. Assessment methods:

a) Written Exam
b) Oral Exam

The written exam includes written knowledge assessment (objective and essay tests). Assessment will be

realized through questions and answers regarding the course content. It will be done after the realization

of planned lectures. Minimum number of points for passing the written exam is 24 (more than 60%).

Oral exam is meant for students with minimum number of points in the written exam (24).

Written exam

Written exam follows after the end of the course. Students will be presented a combination of essay and

objective questions. Students who pass the written exam (achieve 24 to 40 points), gain conditions to take the oral
exam. Students can earn a maximum of 40 points in the written exam. Minimum number of points required to pass
the exam is 24.

Oral exam

Oral exam will include questions and students' answers regarding the course content and it will last for 15 to 30
minutes. Maximum number of points that can be earned in the oral exam is 10. Minimum number of points required
to pass the exam is 6.

Pre-exam points amount to a total of 50 points (20 points for attendance and active in-class participation, 20 point s
for the individual project and 10 points for the group project). By fulfilling all of their requirements, students can thus
earn a maximum of 100 points.

The points count towards the final grade cumulatively if students score at least 60% points on the final exam (written
and oral exam).

In order for students to earn the minimum passing grade, they need to score at least 54 cumulative points, of which at
least 24 on the final exam. The final grade is formed as a sum of all points earned in-class and the final exam.

Exchange of any belongings between students is not allowed during the written exam. Students caught cheating or
talking to others will be removed from the exam.
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20. Assessment components:

Attendance in lectures and practical classes: 5 points

Active participation in lectures and practical classes: 15 points
Individual project: 20 points

Group project: 10 points

Final written exam: 40 points

Final oral exam: 10 points

Total points: 100

The following is the grading scale, showing the points, numerical grade, descriptive grade and letter grade:
0-53 5 (five) fail F

54-63 6 (six) satisfactory E

64-73 7 (seven) good D

74-83 8 (eight very good C

84-93 9 (nine) excellent B

94-100 10 (ten) outstanding A

21. Required reading list:

- McConaughy, S.H. (2022). Klinicki intervjui za djecu i adolescente. Jastrebarsko, Naklada Slap.

- Wicks-Nelson, R. i Israel, C.A. (2021).Psihologija abnormalnog doZivljavanja i ponasSanja djece i adolescenata: s
dopunama iz DSM-a-5. Jastrebarsko, Naklada Slap.

- Gali¢ S. (2002). Neuropsihologijski testovi i baterije testova za primjenu u djedjoj dobi, u knjizi Neuropsihologijska
procjena. Jastrebarsko: Naklada Slap, str. 309-341.

- Frick, P.J., Barry, C.T., Kamphaus, R.W. (2020). Clinical Assessment of Child and Adolescent Personality and Behavior.
Springer

- Kamphaus, R.W. (2005). Clinical Assessment of Child and Adolescent Intelligence. Springer

- Wenar C. (2003). Razvojna psihopatologija i psihijatrija. Jastrebarsko: Naklada Slap.(Pog. 16).

- Davison G.C., Neale J.M. (1999). Emocionalni poremecaji i poremecaji ponaSanja u djetinjstvu i adolescenciji, u knjizi
Psihologija abnormalnog doZivljavanja i ponasanja. Jastrebarsko: Naklada Slap, str. 491-525.

24.08.2022 UNIVERSITY OF TUZLA SYLLABUS Page.5/ 6



DIOR,
SV %
&

772 UNIVERTITET U TUIL

S
O TXE>

‘

22. Web sources:

www.myhelpinglab.com
https://www.psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/practice/dsm/educational-resources/assessment-measures

23. Applicable starting from the academic year:

2022/2023

24. Adopted in the Faculty/Academy session:
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